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1. Aims 
 

At Temple Grafton Primary School, we believe that children should become confident, proficient readers 
and spellers through a fun, systematic and progressive approach. By becoming confident spellers and 
decoders, pupils will be able to focus on the skills of composition, sentence structure and precise word 
choice within their writing. It is important that all members of staff are fully aware of, and understand, the 
way in which phonics and spelling are taught, so that our approach is implemented consistently to ensure 
continuity and progression in children’s learning. 

 
Although guidelines for the teaching of spelling are outlined in this policy, it is essential that these are 
adapted to meet the needs of individual pupils. 

 
Our aim is to produce capable and independent spellers through an engaging and challenging whole 
school approach. 

 
 
We will: 

 
 Continue to build on phonological awareness using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. The 

scheme is a complete systematic synthetic phonics programme (SSP) developed for schools by schools 
following the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 curriculum. 

 Use the SCODE Spelling programme (Y2-6), to provide quality teaching of spelling patterns, rules   and 
strategies to enable children to spell familiar words correctly and employ a range of strategies to spell 
difficult and unfamiliar words. 

 Focus on: 

o Sounds and their codes 
o Etymology (the history and origin of words) 
o The power of practising 
o Teaching spelling in a fun and encouraging way 

 Capitalise on spelling opportunities in reading and writing to ensure a meaningful approach and secure 
understanding of word definitions. 

 Give opportunities for children to use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proofread and correct 
spellings in their own work, on paper and on screen. 

 Be fully inclusive of the individual, providing tailored support to ensure progress. 
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2. Overview of programmes 
 

We follow Little Wandle Letters and Sounds, and SCODE Spelling programmes to meet the   statutory and 
non-statutory requirements of the National Curriculum 2014. 

 
 
Little Wandle 

 
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is a complete systematic synthetic phonics programme (SSP) 
developed for schools by schools. Based on the original Letters and Sounds, but extensively revised to 
provide a complete teaching programme meeting all the expectations of the National Curriculum, the 
Ofsted Deep Dive into reading and preparing your children to go beyond the expectations of the Phonics 
Screening Check. It gives your children the best chance of success in reading, whilst incorporating 
effective assessment to accelerate every child’s progress and ensure no child is left behind. Through 
small, focussed sessions matched to their phonological understanding, children learn to convert 
graphemes (written letters) into phonemes (sounds). 
 
An overview of the Little Wandle programme can be found in appendix 1. 
 

 
Scode 
 
Philosophy  
This scheme teaches the spelling requirements of the National Curriculum for years 2-6 by teaching 
children the Advanced English Phonic Code. The National Curriculum (2013) states; ‘The rules and 
guidance are intended to support the teaching of spelling. Phonic knowledge should continue to 
underpin spelling after key stage 1; teachers should still draw pupils’ attention to GPCs that do 
and do not fit in with what has been taught so far. Increasingly, however, pupils also need to 
understand the role of morphology and etymology’.  
It is widely accepted that English is a complicated language to learn, especially when it comes to writing. 
In short, the English alphabet is made up of 26 letters, these combine to make the 44 sounds or 
phonemes we speak. However, when it comes to the writing/spelling of these sounds there are over 150 
combinations or graphemes.  
 
Aims/Intent  
Using the Scode programme, by the end of Key Stage 2, we aim for a child to be able to:  

 Write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-
monitor and correct spellings.  

 To understand the history of the English language and why it is so complex.  
 Have an interest in words and their meanings, through etymology and morphology, developing a growing 

vocabulary in spoken and written forms.  
 Apply their knowledge of the national curriculum content and spell the curriculum words correctly when 

writing across the curriculum.  
 Have a sound understanding of the Advanced Phonic Code and use it to spell unfamiliar words. At first 

glance the advanced code may seem complex for children but once they understand the structure and the 
fact that the advanced code is simply other ways of writing the sounds we speak, they can be empowered 
by the logic of this system.  

 Examining sounds and codes in a logical manner helps children’s brains make sense of complex 
information.  
 
Implementation  
The Scode lessons employ various strategies to develop children’s confidence and skills as spellers:  

 Providing four times weekly sessions for pupils in Year 2, 3 & 4 and three weekly in Year 5 & 6.  



5 

TG Phonics and Spelling Policy 
 

 Explicitly teaching the spelling content and curriculum words sorted by sound and code in accordance 
with the requirements of The National Curriculum for England 2014 (Y1 to Y6).  

 Planning meaningful, engaging, humorous and, where possible, real life purposes and audiences for 
writing within the classroom.  

 Planning spelling activities into creative teaching sequences which engage and inspire pupils.  
 Providing pupils with opportunities to evaluate their thinking and writing independently and with their peers 

and teachers.  
 Planning purposes for writing which require pupils to write in a wide variety of forms.  
 Throughout the spelling process, children are encouraged to orally rehearse and smash down words. This 

means giving children the opportunity to practise before they write by clapping out the syllables, saying 
the word out loud before they commit it to paper in their book.  

 For children to have an understanding that accents and dialects will need to be taken into account and 
they see the connection between spoken and written language.  

  
Planning  
We provide a Teachers’ Guide for each year group. This provides an explanation of the various aspects of 
the scheme. A long-term overview and individual lesson plans linked to National Curriculum requirements. 
Also included are answers to games and activities, baseline and end of unit spelling tests as well as a 
teaching script. Our planning ensures that there is a clear focus on outcomes, with appropriate and 
achievable learning objectives for all pupils. Furthermore, planning addresses the needs of pupils working 
below or above age- related expectations with teaching differentiated by task where appropriate. Planning 
demonstrates continuity and progression in pupils' learning across all the schemes. We teach the basic 
code through to the Advanced code each time as new sound is introduced which allows to plug the gaps 
and revisit prior learning before teaching new content.  
 
Assessment/impact  
Built into the scheme are baseline and end of unit spelling tests. The pupils complete these in their 
spelling books and record their score in the front of their Scode workbook. The baseline and end of unit 
tests follow the same order in terms of the sound and code being assessed. For example, baseline /ul/ 
spelling test question 1 is possible, the end of unit test question 1 is bicycle. The same code is being 
assessed but in a different word. Therefore, you can clearly see whether children have made progress 
with that particular code. We have also included ALL the curriculum words for each unit so you have a 
choice, they can either test all the curriculum words only, or test the curriculum plus codes and some 
curriculum words. 
 
Whilst spelling tests are an important way of monitoring progress assessment can take many different 
forms and we have included in the scheme different ways for children to demonstrate their learning. The 
workbooks and tasks include paired activities and peer assessment. Assessment has been distributed 
across time and activity. It is often hidden from children but designed in a way that you can quickly and 
easily assess if progress is being made. The class teacher can mark the workbooks as and when they 
see fit, either each week or after a longer period to gauge how a child or class is progressing. Towards the 
end of each unit are ‘Have you cracked the code?’ activities. In these children need to apply and 
demonstrate what they have learnt in the unit. Teachers can use these as assessments alongside the 
spelling tests.  
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3. Teaching Sequences 
 

To ensure progression we teach phonics, spelling skills and strategies in all year groups as follows: 

Early Years 

Phonic knowledge underpins spelling. The teaching of this begins in Early Years. Children learn how to 
‘read’ sounds in words and how those sounds can be written down; this is essential for reading, but it also 
helps children learn to spell well. 

 
The primary skills for reading and spelling which ‘Little Wandle’ highlights are blending and segmenting - 
the process of segmenting spoken words into sounds before choosing graphemes to represent the sounds. 
These skills are integral throughout the phases. During their phonics sessions, children can learn strategies 
for spelling, including spelling patterns linked to the phases. They will also practise recalling key/tricky 
words. It is essential that children apply their knowledge of spellings and practise the skill of segmenting 
through a variety of writing opportunities across a range of curriculum areas - for example: topic activities. 
In Early Years, spellings lists are not given out, however children are given words linked to their 
progression through Little Wandle to learn to read and parents are made aware of which words their child 
should be able to read and spell. 

 
4. Progression 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage: 

 
 Phase 1 of Little Wandle Letters & Sounds programme is the main focus of the first 3-4 weeks of the 

 Reception year to support the development of listening skills. 

 Phase 2-4 of the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds programme is taught in daily phonics sessions. 

 High Frequency/Tricky words learnt. 

 Spellings focused on through daily reading and writing opportunities. 

 In Summer 2, up to four spellings a week will be sent home to aid transition to Year 1 

 
Years 1 and 2: 

 
 Consolidate spellings taught in previous years. 

 Continue through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds programme from Phase 5 to Phase 6 during 
daily phonics sessions. 

 Use New Curriculum Spelling work for Year 2 (Scode Spelling programme). 

 High Frequency/Common exception words. 

 Learn a range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions. 

 Phonics intervention for those children who are not on track to pass the Phonics Screening 

 Check in Year 1 will be through Little Wandle. Year 2 children who have not passed the Phonics 
Screening Check at the end of Year 1 will continue  through the use of the Scode and 
interventions, if required 

 
Years 3 and 4: 

 
 Consolidate spellings taught in previous years, using the Little Wandle Letters and Sound 

programme where necessary to teach the appropriate phase of phonics. Where appropriate, No 
Nonsense Phonics skills-set will be used to support children below the expected standard. 

 Phonics intervention for those children who have not passed the Phonics Screening Test by the end 
of Year 2 will be through the use of the No Nonsense Phonics skills set and other phonics 
resources, as appropriate. 
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 Use New Curriculum Spelling work for Year 3 and 4 (through No Nonsense programme). 

 High or Medium Frequency/Tricky words learnt. 

 Learn a greater range of prefixes and suffixes. 

 Learn a greater range of homophones and near homophones. 

 Learn possessive apostrophe with plural words. 

 Learn words from the Years 3 and 4 wordlist. 

 Learn a range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions. 

Years 5 and 6: 

 
 Consolidate spellings taught in previous years. 

 Use 2015 Curriculum Spelling work for Year 5 and 6 (through No Nonsense programme). 

 Learn a greater range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions. 

 Develop technical and exciting vocabulary to be used in the appropriate contexts. 

 Learn spellings from the Years 5 and 6 word list. 

5. Inclusion 
 

Where children are unable to access the expected age-related level for spelling, provision will be made by 
the class teacher to enable pupils to access the appropriate phase of the Little Wandle programme or 
National Curriculum spelling level. 

 
6. Expectations 

 

The whole school spelling scheme will be followed by all year groups and teachers are responsible for 
ensuring full coverage and progression. In the autumn term, teachers will revise spelling patterns from the 
previous year, using the supporting National Curriculum Spelling Progression appendix to track back to the 
appropriate point for children in their class. 

 
We use baseline assessments, half-termly, in school to identify gaps in knowledge and personalise spelling 
targets. All children will work to a spelling pattern or rule each week; KS1 learners will follow this through 
with suggested activities to work with at home and KS2 will have opportunities daily, in class, to practise the 
rule and their common exception words. 

 
7. Assessment 

 

Little Wandle 

 
Children are assessed on their understanding of the sounds and corresponding words every six to eight 
weeks by their class teacher. Information on the child’s progress and learning is shared with parents at 
reporting points throughout the year. Any child requiring extra support to develop their phonological 
awareness will be quickly identified and interventions will take place in small, focused groups following a 
phonics programme linked to Little Wandle. 

 
Scode Spelling 
Built into the scheme are baseline and end of unit spelling tests. 

 
8. Error Analysis 

 

Error Analysis tasks are used termly across years 1-6 to assess what strategies pupils are using in their 
independent writing. It helps teachers to identify misconceptions and where to focus future learning. As the 
children progress through the years, they are encouraged to undertake error analysis both independently 
and with peer support to develop editing and self-correction skills. 
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9. Expectations 

 

Weekly Expectations 

 
Throughout the week, class teachers will use a range of strategies, including word searches, spelling 
games and dictation, to support the learning of specific spellings for that half-term. These spellings are 
shared with parents through the termly topic web in KS2 and sent home weekly in KS1. Support given at 
home to learn and become familiar with the common exception words throughout the year helps build 
children’s confidence as spellers. 

 
Termly Expectations 

 
Informal checks of progress take place in class throughout and at the close of each half-term. At the end of 
each half-term, teachers should use their formative assessment to identify gaps and plan the next term’s 
target accordingly. In KS2 children are encouraged to identify their own ‘tricky’ words and are supported in 
building strategies to help their recall. It is essential that children are given the opportunity to 
consolidate their spelling knowledge of patterns and rules in a meaningful way and that they know 
that spellings are not simply there to be learnt for a weekly test. 

 
10. The Big Picture 

 

This policy serves to underline the importance of building phonic and spelling skills through quality teaching 
of spelling patterns and investigational work that goes on continually within the classroom – it is this 
approach that is key to spelling success. Learning spellings by rote is rarely effective and often results in 
great spelling test results but poor application in writing. The best spelling sessions are investigative. If 
children have explored the patterns, ‘tricky bits’ and history of words, they are far more likely to make 
informed decisions about how to spell a word when writing it independently. 

 
11. Feedback and Editing 

 

Children are coached to identify spelling errors in their written work and make the appropriate corrections. 
When providing feedback on written work, teachers will draw attention to errors in spelling that relate to 
common exception words or spelling rules that are age and ability appropriate. 

 
Children should be given the opportunity, as part of editing and feedback response time, to correct their 
spellings independently or with a ‘Learning Partner’ using dictionaries or word banks. As good practice, 

     teachers will use a child’s common spelling errors from their independent writing to inform  
     their personalized spelling targets. 
 

12. Resources 
 

 Little Wandle Revised Letters and Sounds programme. 

 No Nonsense Spelling programme. 

 Essential Letters & Sounds (ELS) 

 No Nonsense Phonics Skills Set. 

 Support for Spelling: A useful guide for teaching sequence ideas and spelling investigations linked to 
the spelling patterns covered in each year group. 

 Spelling games- SEN room. 

 Phonics Bug on Active Learn website /Jolly Phonics Songs 

 
Online Resources 

 
Mr Thorne Does Phonics TES elements 
Phonics Play
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      Appendix 1 
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    Appendix 2 

 
    Appendix 2 – SCODE 

 
Year 2 
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